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Monday, March 24, 1997 
A Newsletter for th e 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERS I TY 
Community 
Volume 21, Number 28 
GVSU Stages New Musical Adventure Play 
It has the stuff of eve1y child 's 
dreams - a magic ciystal , a witch, 
wizards, princesses, and the struggle 
A scene from rehearsal of 7he Crystal. 
of good against evil. Grand Valley's 
Theatre Arts program is staging The 
Crystal, a new play for young audiences 
by local writer Max Bush, a 
1972 graduate of GVSU. 
Described as a "magical, 
musical romance," the 
adventure drama will play 
for audiences 12 years old 
and up in nine perfor-
mances, in the Louis Arm-
strong Theatre, between 
March 27 and April 6. 
The play, set in a fantasy 
period, centers around the 
coming-of-age of two 
brothers. 
Grand Valley theatre 
students Jay Harnish and 
Aaron Hess have been cast 
in the leading roles. The 
ro les of princesses wi ll be 
played by freshmen Jessica 
McEwan and Erica Hinkle . Ma1y Rivard 
and Sec Garcia , Plant Services supe rvi-
sor at GVSU, will portray the brothe rs' 
parents. Senio r Dan Kloosterman will 
be seen in the role of the traitorous 
Sloane. 
Bush is working w ith the stage 
director Roger Ellis during the rehearsal 
period, rewriting and strengthening the 
script for its Michigan premiere and 
he lping to coach the actors. 
The play opens on Thursday, March 
27, with an 8 p.m. performance. There 
are also performances on March 28, 29, 
Apri l 4 and 5 at 8 p.m. Matinee pe rfor-
mances at 2 p.m. are scheduled for 
March 29 and April 5 and 6. Tickets are 
$7 for the gene ral public, $5 fo r all 
college and unive rsity students, and $3 
for groups and K-12 students. Reserva-
tions for a ll performances can be 
obtained by ca lling the Communica tions 
Department at x3668. 
Rites of Spring Include Student Honors 
Honor society inductions are 
among the traditional spring events 
honoring graduates . 
Hosted by the Department of 
Modern Languages and Literatures , 
nine GVSU students were initiated 
into the Spanish Honor Society, Sigma 
Delta Pi, at a forma l ceremony at The 
Meadows on March 13. Newly 
accepted members include: Karen 
Edington, Karmen Knoper Seco, 
Genny Lambert, Sara Lyon , Erin 
Meyer, Cindy Romero, Jamie Schaub, 
Cynth ia Scrivener and 
Shannon Snyder. 
Grand Valley has 
had its own chapter of 
Sigma Delta Pi since 
1991. The society, which was 
founded at the University of 
California at Berkeley in 1919, 
was formed to encourage 
colleges to acqu ire a greater 
inte rest in Spanish-speaking 
cultures . To be eligible, 
students must rank in the top 
35 percent of their class and 
have completed at least 18 
semester hours of university-
level Spanish. 
Other GVSU honor societies 
in specific disciplines include: 
Phi Kappa Phi, all academic 
disciplines; Beta Beta Beta, 
bio logical sciences; Delta Mu 
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Spanish faculty members Laura Fox and Denita Drees, far 
left, and Margarita Krakusin and Diane Wright, front row 
right, are pictured with eight of the newly inducted members 
of Sigma Delta Pi. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FOR UM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
email fo rum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Facul ty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web 
Site. 
Across Campus 
Software Grant Provides 
GVSU with New Technology 
Grand Valley's Geography Program 
received a gift-in-kind, valued at $188,790, 
from Environmental Systems Research 
Institute (ESRI) of Redlands, Washington, for 
the enhancement of GIS teaching, faculty 
and student research, and extension of GIS 
into area secondary schools. 
The donation , which consisted of state-
of-the-art software, will hopefully provide a 
first step toward the development of a GIS 
lab , said Roy Cole, an assistant professor in 
the Geography and Planning Program in the 
Social Science Division. 
"We'll be using this new technology 'to 
teach intro and advanced courses in GIS," said 
Cole. In addition, GVSU will be providing 
outreach to local schools and training for 
seconda1y school teachers, he said. 
"GIS is a learne r-centered way of discov-
ering the world around us," sa id Cole. A 
computer system for the collection of 
geographic data, GIS is used like an elec-
tronic map . It is used for gaining insight into 
land use, pollution levels, and analyzing 
information about the different layers - soil , 
water, population - to see the relationship 
between them. 
"This method of teaching geography 
provides an incredibly rich analytica l tool 
that makes geography come alive and gives 
a big boost to students," sa id Cole . 
Cole hopes his department will be able 
to secure the funds to open a GIS lab later 
this year. 
New Teaching Circle 
Invites Input 
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The newly established Forensic Psycholo-
gy Teaching Circle at Grand Valley held its 
first meeting on March 19. Facul ty members 
from the Psychology, Criminal Justice, and 
Anthropology and Sociology Departments 
met to discuss points of overlapping interest 
and the possibilities for future course work 
and collaboration . 
Forensic psychology is a combination of 
the fie lds of law, criminal justice and 
psychology. "It includes such top ics as 
criminal identification procedures, the lega l 
process, and the malleability of memo1y, to 
name only a few," said James Beale, 
assistant professor of Psychology. "At 
present, no course work exists at GVSU that 
specifically addresses this area ." 
Informal discussions between Beale and 
Kristine Mullendore, assistant p rofessor of 
Criminal Justice, about exploring the 
concerns shared by their disciplines , led to 
the organization of a fo rmal discussion 
group supported by a Teaching Circle Grant 
from the Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Center, Beale said. 
Future group activities will like ly include 
interviewing authorities in related fie lds, 
exchanging class visits in existing courses , 
and the consideration of offering a new 
course in forensic psychology. 
The Forensic Psychology Teaching Circle 
welcomes the input and involvement of 
other interested individuals. For more 
informatio n, contact Beale at x2413. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Howard Major, director of distance 
education, and Nancy Levenburg, visiting 
assistant professor of Marketing, presented a 
paper, titled "Using Assessment Data to 
Improve Distance Education Courses," at the 
National University Research Institute 6th 
Annual Conference on Lifelong Learning 
and Technology. The paper was also 
published in the Conference Proceedings. A 
copy of the ir presentation can be found on 
the Web at http://www.gvsu.edu/ -cedepres/ 
John Adamopoulos, professor of Psychol-
ogy, was recently appointed associate editor 
of the Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 
the official journal of the International 
Association fo r Cross-Cultural Psycho logy 
published by Sage Publications. 
Victoria Swenson, Regional Math and 
Science Center consultant, served as co-
organizer of the first annual University 
Supervisors Confe rence at Calvin College. 
The event was sponsored by the Inter-
Institutiona l Education Council of West 
Michigan. 
Bill Bell , professor of Health Sciences, 
Johnine Callahan, professor of Health 
Sciences, and Tony Nieuwkoop, assistant 
continued on page 3 
Coming Events 
Latin American Studies 
Forum Looks at Holland 
The third Latin American Studies 
Forum presentation for this semester 
will examine Holland, Michigan. Dennis 
Malaret, assistant professor, and Lynda 
Rynbrandt, instructor, both from the 
Anthropology and Sociology Depart-
ment, will speak on "Changing Face(s) 
of a Small City: A Dynamic Dialogue of 
Diversity" on Friday, March 28, from 
noon to 1 p.m. , in 210 Lake Superior 
Hall. The GVSU community and the 
public are invited to attend . 
The presentation will examine how 
Holland has met the challenge of 
cultura l diversity. 
Lunchbreak Series Features 
Prominent Trio 
The Verdehr Trio will return to 
Grand Valley on March 27, at noon, in 
the Cook-DeWitt Center, w ith a program 
that w ill include at least one piece 
commissioned by them. The trio, which 
is in residence at Michigan State 
University, is an acknowledged leader 
in the field of new music. The group 
has concentrated on molding and 
defining the personality of the violin-
clarinet-piano trio for more than 20 
years. 
The trio has performed in major 
concert halls throughout the world . 
Workshops Introduce 
Problem-Solving Ideas 
The Asian Center of West Michigan, 
co-sponsored by Grand Valley State 
University, will present five Friday 
workshops led by Douglas K. Chung, 
professor of Social Work and president 
of the Asian Center, and Ram N. Singh, 
professor of Social Work and vice 
president of the center. They will 
introduce the practice of yoga and 
meditative qigong. 
The Verdehr Trio 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
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professor of Health Sciences, completed 
a review of American Society for 
Microbiology Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship applications. The fellowships 
are awarded nationally by ASM to 
qualified undergraduate microbiology 
students to conduct faculty sponsored 
research during the summer. 
Linda McCrea, assistant professor of 
Education, and Loretta Konecki, profes-
sor of Education, gave a presentation, 
titled "Using Self-Assessment Tools with 
Prese1v ice Educators: Three-Way 
Dialogue Journals, Video Tape Rubrics, 
Competency Checklist and Observation 
Forms, and Professional Portfolios," at ATE 
(Association of Teacher Educators) Annual 
Meeting held in Washington, D.C. 
Yaw Agawu-Kakraba, assistant profes-
sor of Spanish , is the author of a 
forthcoming article, "Toward a Theory 
of the Fantastic and the Detective Novel: 
German Sanchez Espeso 's La mujer a la 
que habia que matar." The study is 
scheduled to appear in Columbia 
University's Revista Hispanica Moderna. 
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Workshop topics: Dealing with 
Substance Abuse in Families - March 
28; Creating a Loving, Non-Violent 
Family - April 4; Preventing/Resolving 
Teenage Conflict - April 11; Prevent-
ing/Resolving Marital Conflict - April 
18; Dealing with Depression - April 24. 
The workshops will be held at the 
White Hills Bible Church, 3900 E. Fulton, 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Call 956-6559 
or 336-7127 for more information. 
Benefits Bulletin 
Deadline Nears 
For Flex Account 
For eligible expenses incurred in 
1996, flexible spending account reim-
bursement claims must be received by 
WeyCo, Inc. by March 31. To be safe, 
claims should be in the mail by March 
25. 
Call Pam at WeyCo, 800/748-0003, 
ext. 1184, with questions about eligible 
expenses or to check on flexible 
spending account totals. 
For claim forms and envelopes, call 
Ruthanne at x2220. 
Student Honors 
continued from page 1 
Delta, business; Dobro Slovo, Russian; Pi 
Alpha Alpha, public administration; Phi 
Alpha Theta, history; Phi Epsilon Kappa, 
physical education, health and recreation; 
Psi Chi, psychology; Sigma Theta Tau, 
nursing; Sigma Tau Delta, English; and 
Upsilon Pi Epsilon, computer science. 
Job Openings 
Clerical, Office, Technical 
Secretary, Physical Therapy/ Occupation-
al Therapy/ Physician Assistant 
Studies - $10.46 - $11.79 
Calendar of Events 
Cultural Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a .m.-7 p .m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless 
otherwise noted. 
Thurs., Feb. 20-Mon. Mar. 31 
Gallery Hours: GVSU Alumni Print Exhibition. Calder 
Gallery, CFAC. 
Thurs., Mar. 27 
12 noon: Lunchbreak Series. The Verdehr Trio. CDC. 
Thurs., Mar. 27-Sat. , Mar. 29 
8 p.m.: Theatre Performance . Tbe Crystal. LAT, CFAC. Cost 
$7 adults; $5 students; $3 children, handicapped, seniors 
& groups. Call x3668. 
Fri., Mar. 28 
10 a.m.: Theatre Performance. Tbe Crystal. LAT, CFAC. Call 
x3668. 
Sat., Mar. 29 
2 p.m.: Theatre Performance. Tbe Ciystal. LAT, CFAC. Call 
x3668. 
General Events 
Mon., Mar. 24 
1-3 p.m.: Student Employee Training Session. Grand River 
Room, KC. Call x2215. 
Wed., Mar. 26 
7:30 a.m. : SSB Alumni Association Breakfast. Thomas 
O 'Keefe speaker. Second floor, EC. Call x2160. 
8 a.m.-12 noon: OEE Business Seminar. "Basic Issues in 
Michigan Employment Law. " EC. Cost $50. Call x6770. 
Fri., Mar. 28 
12 noon-I p.m.: Latin American Studies Forum. "The 
Changing Faces of a Small City: Holland, Michigan, A 
Dynamic Dialogue of Diversity. " 210 LSH. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change . 
Mon. , Mar. 24-Tues., Mar. 25 
9 a.m.: Men's Golf at NCAA District IV Tournament. 
Louisville, KY. 
Tues. , Mar. 25 
3:30 p.m.: Women's Softball. Olivet College at GVSU. 
3:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Aquinas College at GVSU. 
Wed. , Mar. 26 
1 p.m.: Men's Baseball. Madonna University at GVSU. 
3:30 p.m.: Women's Softball. Calvin College at GVSU. 
Fri., Mar. 28 
3 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Hillsdale College at GVSU. 
3:30 p.m.: Women's Softball. Hope College at GVSU. 
Sat., Mar. 29-Sun., Mar. 30 
1 p.m. (Sat.) & 12 noon (Sun.) : Men's Baseball. Oakland 
University at GVSU. 
Sat., Mar. 29 
12 p.m.: Track & Field at Hope College. Holland. 
1 p .m.: Women's Softball. Aquinas College at GVSU. 
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New Grand Valley Associates 
Jodi Chycinski, associate director of Admissions. Former 
positions: director of Student Services at Davenport College 
in Holland; admissions representative at Davenport College 
in Grand Rapids. Degrees earned: B.B.A. from Davenport 
College; M.B.A. from Western Michigan University. 
Tony Elliott, assistant football coach. Former positions: 
defensive coordinator at Edinboro University; defensive 
coordinator at Wayne State University. Degree earned: 
B.A.A. from Central Michigan University. 
Raymond Vanden Berg, project manager in Facilities 
Planning. Former position: property manager at First of 
America Bank. 
Robert Raymond, electronic services engineer in the 
Telecommunications Office. Former position: media techni-
cian at Grand Haven Public Schools. Degrees earned: A.A. 
from Lansing Community College; B.A. from Baker College. 
Mary Jo Thiel, psychologist in the Career Planning and 
Counseling Center. Former positions: outpatient therapist at 
Arbor Circle Counseling Services; psychology intern at Ohio 
State University; graduate assistant at Western Michigan 
University; counselor at Grand Rapids Job Corps Center. 
Degrees earned: B.A., M.A. in Counseling and Personnel, 
M.A. in Counseling Psychology, and Ed.D. from Western 
Michigan University. 
Marilyn Mendenhall, records auditor in the Registrar's 
Office. Former positions: director of services and transcript 
evaluator at Grand View College in Des Moines. Degree 
earned: B.A. from Grand View College. 
Carol Leeson, secreta1y in the Academic Resource Center. 
Former positions: secretary at First of America Bank; 
secretary at Eaton Corporation; administrative assistant at 
Nazareth College. Degree earned: A.S. from Davenport 
College. 
Cynthia Lehman, records assistant in the Registrar's 
Office. Former positions: assistant sales associate and 
assistant merchandise manager at H.H. Cutler Co.; marketing 
representative at Cascade Engineering . Degree earned : B.S. 
from University of Dayton. 
Joan Spall, records assistant in the Registrar's Office. 
Former position: benefits/ customer service representative at 
Metrahealth Insurance. Degree earned: associate's degree 
from Cuyahoga Community College. 
